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M,arch again! And as usue,I in $rinnesota, it has been a stormy, blizzatdy, r"hol}y
d.isagreeable month so far. 3ut too rras usuaLtrMareh brings to the Trrin City Iris
Society members the reaLly ilfunrrmeeting of the year. The annualtr0on:e As An Irisrr
pot luck dinner! Well d.o I remember l"ast.year, it yas a -cnor'ly,blorqy, thoroughSy
d.isagreeable night, but thqse vho rrere able to make their l^ray there speat a rnost
rer,rard.ing evening. rrie are fuII of optirdsm that this year the weather wil} be
beautiful, so that everyone no mtter fron horu far will be able to coue. The date
ls Thursday, Mrarch 18, L965, tine--6:30 p.m., place-*or:r Lovely ner,,r meeting place
Guaranty Stato Sarrkr 3700 tri6.tr Sroad.uay, B,obbinsrLale..

If you have not been contacted. by l,rrs, Iiutterer, odr hospitality chairman, as to
what you should. bring in the tay of, food., bring a hot d.ish or sa1ad., large pro-
portions please--as these lris people get hungryl As you know, the vromen bring
the food (and. what good. cooks rre havel) and the uen bring $f.OO for alL they can
eat. We prouise you'an evening of gastrononical delight.

Novr for"the |t0orae As An Irisn part--we would. like for each one to cose dressed. as
soue lris., or wttb sone.part of their apparel representlng the name of some,iris.
There are a fantastic numler of chsices alailable and. a glance at arly catalogue
will give yor:r irnaginatlon fu1l swan. Iud.eed, vrtth all the names mentioned. in the
Presid.entts contrj-butions Later on in this ldews & Vier.is--al1 you need.-Ls to read.
on.

Nerv members who have nerrer been to one -of Or:f pot luck suppers,Irm suJe wilL be
clelighteiL with the fun, fellov'ship anci. goocl food, and. those rnenbers r.rho fiave
attend.ed. before knovr rrhat an epjoyabLe evening it alwilys is.

Prizes r^riLL be given for the best costunes in the follov.ring categories:.most
typical; urost elaborate,.most hrimorous, and. nost.unu$uaI, with prizes for"best man
and. troman in each category. There vdII also be a. prize for the one guessing the
most names represented correctly: " '

You should. know a little about the iris you represent. Co1or, year of introduction,
hybrid.izer, etc. r especially for those iris nbt commonl;,r knorntn in'this area. tle
are a1I interested. in Learning as much as we can about our'"favorlte flor,rer, so you
wilL be asked. to teIl about yourself.

So, come one--come all.--]lut on your thinking caps--caL1 on yor-rr imaginations,
throrrr off the rarinter d.oId.rums, d.ress as an iris, bring your husbands, rnrives, or
best frientLs and your food :"itltl"lti"i 1o*t1"_t1rr."$ 

Pot Luck Supper--i{arch 18! :

A neeting has been arranged for Satr:rday, March 27, L965 from J.:00 p.m. to t|:00 p.m.
at the Guaranty State Bank, J700 I'Iest Sroadway, Robbinsd.ale, to study the Color
Classification System of the R.I.S. as used. to determine classes for the lris Show.
Shis will be of partie,ilu,t lnterest to those rsho t:iIL b9 new exiribltors in the
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Iris Shov th5.s year as well as. for everyone who wishes to und.erstand. the systen
better. A.I.S. sLides of. nlder,r"Introd.uciioo" and. Better lrisesrt vrill also be
shown. Gust Siind.t r,ri1I eonduct the neeting and. wil.l glye instructions that will
enatrle you to 'r:ake out your tags for the flower shol.r: more eff iciently and help
eliminate the dlsa.ppointqent oi having..A.teauiif.ulttiooq.stals diseualified because
it ls in the rlrong class. If you.harie p.copy of the Color Classification SookLet
bring it with you. There r,rilI be *'ffluritea nurnbqt availAble at the meetlng for
35 cent s each. '

. .t

The :irticle'appeari.ng ir-r last'aonthris. Nevrs'& Views;'Frori tr'armilg to E-orticul.tr:re..byA1iceFoss]'.3ten<iiJnruas,origi.ip1].y.:l,lrittenbyoo','=on-6*Iviiiieffie
Sogletlr prrbli.cation..a.nd. raas modifie.d bjr her for our }Glug & Vievrs.

. 
'.....,'. t-.* * * * !F'* * *, x * !i !r {' * * * 'lr *

' | ,,: ...1.' ., .:; :

Aftgr 4 veryr.:'.1qsy day and.a.guiet hor:r ls foun&.to r^rri.te this nonth3-y letter to
.; q'olr'f areditate and..thiot{. all the trcrds have been uied, lopies have been d.iscussed

ei,nd ruhat.pf,intbrpit can bossibly'be vrritten,.so I lose,ryself in Looklng through
last s'ea,sont s catalogues.. : .,

i ' .',: 
':

Seautiful descriptive 
':[a;ectives 

are'"pred.ohrinent ia..ngarly e?ery ].ine*rebor\y--
tlue b.Iackr"-eea toam cilaitreuse, r,ristiria b1ue, cantg,loupe pir&, gold.en brown,
d.eep. 

^hortey 
ancber, gleamtns:henna copper; .dblicate pih(, i,rarn uhite.rt ,As enchant-

ing as r.rbrd. d.e.scriptions'are, t4ey.f,all far ghort of the actual.beauQr and, color
of iris..: Suddenly the florrer.d beco.me,reb.l and they iqen to speak thbir language

..ad therrRainboru of the Garden.!'i Iilo.'other f.].or,ref d.eserves this nane guite so weLl.
Among the taLl beartled. you wil.L find &ass6s of'lff colors of the spectrum.

: , ! .\' :.t' .i', ,,,...

So in this ilrearny siate.., as ttre Srening,star shines tti:ough tfre'kttchen r,rind.ow,
the flovrersE-over and ttre rest of ttre leiter rdIl"be ieft to then:

We llve, in the North Country but Channee s' are the Wond.erful sky
G---- t

Itle live , i
Warm raieatather on Thursd.ay -' Iviarch t8; You ma

r\or,tn uountry
1

r'{ 11 bri ng Fai r_. q1nd.

of June. lf 0n the srnall,
se ve ra1 months insteacl

t8; Iou may sit in the qgqqL Bqy, in CooI qqAfg!
ilfth your Cou+try Cq.zzi,n'in ltlgnderuent aboui ti:e Tou.cn of@-- *rrA.@
paid to t-it" !];['ra;FIm. or iIrTioiEG-:she rrisffi wev' r@re
io seime:, ". @ r,ri11 be Q+,,fffi lhe.ir G?B eqy.',ns ffi--
faffetF, oo,tlqa.ffit vetvet @ o@ ;"qerc
m. A@ og@;ay ffiEEi or "@gg shor^'insffi"eckGm cheeBlue Fr-g"ek:I_es ani Piqh glrpelcs. s,o.ne ruil-I- 3lush-.'Pinlt. fhe,.T?.I,l +nd.,Haad.s_o'pg nen nay
trE.sffiessorffi"e*t"o"a"t5i inE,ffi. ''-
JJIUe .E're ek.le s and. Pi nk Gheeks

. :,,

9*e ,your' &q_agi+a.!i,gg for
Tbni c and. Above Atf not

this is
a; Forrnal

. r. ', ' l" , '
.1a lot of, 4p.4cErrFiri,qp and, I,lelq*rg.up. AIso a Fpgi.rrg

-Greta. M.

Affair for 'it is the Annual Pot Luclr Dinner.
t

Ybu: Ther0,',. :'

Ke s.seni ch, Pre si d.ent
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The fir st trrrs wq eks qf
pr operty, ;rar[ere .spaeg
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the ' month tne, l,ri s i s i nde ed. It&ord.

i s pre.nlue; end. co J.or i s vanted for



of ueeks, it becomes nec'essary to lnterplant theee beauties 'irittrtottrer perennials
. and. annuals. . tr'or continubus bloon'frou spring to fall the nixed. border or garden
' .should. contain sone brilbs as well"as perennials and. aanu&Is. In using iris in

this trye of planting care nrst be exercised ln placing the companion pLants so the
iris rhizome vdIl receirre lts share of sun. Forenost anong ,the perennials that can
be "successful\r grown r"'ith iris in the nixed. border are the peony, delphiniwn,
hemerocaL1ls, colr:.rubine, shasta daisy, heuchera, diaathusr phlox, faL1 asters,' baptisia, nead.otrue, and. pyrethrum. Speciman plants of peoiry, hemerocallis, or
phlox are excellent to separate the iris clunps and. give bloon later in the

. season. .In late summer if these plants give too umph shade to .the.iris, a bit of
judiciaL trirnnd.ag can be d.bne*io ry garden I use binder tr,rine to .t6ep the peonies
fron taking up too rruch room and an occaeionaL lrhenr r,riLl= also receive a tvrine
belt to keep lt in bouud.s. '

[he love3y blqe baptisia b]-ooms i,rrth the j:ris and. makes an excellent backgrountl
for the.blue-r,rtrltes, m,ny of the plrtrs or pir:lc blend.s and- the creams or pale
yellows* The baptisia foliage is attractive untiL kllling frost and. the plants
can be trimmecL if necegsary. Thermopsis with its lupine-Like yelLow fLovrers and
foliage is also a gocd. corry,airion plant that bloons a bit later than the baptisia.
Ehe leaves of the delpirlniurn make a nice contrast to the iris fo3-iage and. the taII
kind.s make good. background. naterial as d.o the taLl faLl asters. Thalictrum or
nead.or^nue, with its airy puffs and. columbine-like foliage is nice ruith irls and
its airy habit of gror.rth nakes no shade problem, The columbine--the long spurred.
varieties especially are IoveIy rulth irises and do not bid for competitton of
attention but blend. rarell into compositions. Sloouing at the same time as the iris,
the orienial poppy is often used, but care mst be taken in selecting the rlght
narleties for color, the brilliant orangs-ssarLets and. erimsons can sound. a d.is-
cord.ant note and d.emand. attention: It is best, therefore, to stick to the soft
pinks or the levend.er slrad.es. The round. blossoas of pyrethrum contrast.nicely
with iris and.'dd.d^ interest in the early summer garden. The low growth of the
clump of pyretlum nakes an exeellent foreground. plant so there vdI1 be no shade
problem. [he heuchera, or coral bbll is another Serfect foreground. pLant with
its lovr mound. of foliage that is attractive aII season and.-it never outgrovrs its
allotted space. Another good. perennial for the foregror:nd. or edging is the
carpathian lrarebeLL rn'ith its blue or ilhite bells all su4fer and. fal}. I.f it
spxawLs too nuch or creeps ove'r to the iris rhizome it takes kintily to triming
and. rer,tards with nore bells. Any of the 1or'r ed.ging annuals can be tised--the
a\rssums in r,rhite, rose, or purpLe, the petite mrigoLd.s, dwarf ageratr:n, Lobelia
and. many others that are easily rasied. from seed. Taller anauaLs such as c1_eone,
salvia rr31ue Sed.d.ertt and. the newer ntrlhite" Seddertr or snapd.ragons can be used. to
fill empty spots. I4arigold.s and other plants of more vigorous and. bushy grovrth can
be usecl lf placed. to the North of the iris cLunps. The location and. facing of the
gard.en pLays an inportant factor in the plants chosen as eou'pauions for the iris
and. practically aqv favorite can bd used. if care is taken in regar.d. to its place-
ment so.the iris r.riII receive its fulI ehare of sun and. r,rarnth so necessary for
good. health and. good bloon year aiter year.

* * * * * {( * * * * )r * * * )r * * *
IS?RING CARE OT IRISI

: By Greta lvi. Kessenich

Eow is your oLd. sprayer vrorking? Are you prepared. for one of the probLems that
,Bive alL irisarians in the Mid.uest a troubled season? rlThe Iris 3orerfl D.D"T. +
fbdgicide''+ miticid.i = healthy iris. It reans control of the torer, Leaf spot
and. red spitier. Read directions on the labels for ad.deil information.

(over)
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In early April rrith the coming;of 
'warn 

days it.lq.'tf-ien that the irls torer.hatches
from eggs deposited. the prenious fal1'on dead.,Leaves, d.ebris,and shrubs nea: iris;
The tiny larvae cravrl up the'leaves and. enter the.fans. They hatch thr'ou.ghout the
spring and. I rn'onder if they do not ha.tch during the sumner.. f lrave seen liny
rroxms on iris plants vrhere free-circulation of alr b;nd. sun could. not penetrbte and.
the ground. cou1d. not reach the..'d.egree of d.ryness, desired by an.lrls. They m:st
be kilIed. before entering'the treaf. fans. '.:

Beginning in Aprilr 6pra$ every ten days and. continue untitr, blpoming season. Not
onl;g should iris be covdred wit.h spray but aLso the ground. sriirounding plants ancl
shrubs. One heaping tablespoon of D.D.f. to a ga1lon of vrater wiLl take care of
them. [o contro]. leaf spot tho fungi'cidershqgld be applied. before a4y sign's. :'
Captan, Fernate or PhaLtah.ts'goo+ or'use one of iour oran ehooslng; 'l'Iix..ln r',rith
the D.D.T. solution'an*'at''the .same tirne'add a pittcid.e (Uatatirion). fhis nak6s' ,

a good. three uay spray. , .,.;.1 '*, , ,. ,

Observe your plants as yotl,go through your garden. ' Do not becone aisco#-+Sga ,',fr"r, ,

you see the sign, a B4rr toothed-Ieaf in the sumnei, and, the suspected. bordr alr6b,{y
inside-the-l.eaf fo1d. Sear.ch.f6r.irim, by'eitiibr opehing the f.eif or squeering it, .

beginning at the top cif 'tire leaf with finger and. thunb and rriorli d.ovm to the base
of the plant. A pr.ogram of spraying'ailso givo.s Complete coverage of'alI'perd?niaIs'
vrhich may be grcr,ring r,rith icis i+ a uixed bordef 'gard.en., 3e guie and. spray yijur

- - {r--rt.i. * * * ,F {r,*,.*,; t *'* * ! t,r '' :

lrihen gro'rrth begins in the spripr.g, pncover,Ji:our iri,s trcd.s by. cLegrees.. 1{OI AIL AT
ONCE. This ls a most critical,pgriod. :: 

, , ".' -

on I'4ay'[, a cold fr'eezing front au,r".r*opi4g aor,ro,f""* Canad.a.,
The iris fans, then over:,ten inches -ta"It, werp 1ald. fLat, also'altr.perennlals;
[,he follor,ring d.ay the sun shono ana, ail plants.,b,gain took on'the'air of spring:
The bloour stalk hatL been damaged. to such an extent that r,rhon. thef, bloomed, the
blossoms were in the fans and. some close to t!e:!ase of ttre. plan!.., ,:,.
ttrhen air is ruarn plants are tpu4$ t'o gtow and.'Lre ve'ry vulnerable'to this co1d. and.
freezing te$perature, e.specig.11y'in'open,. unprotdcted areas. .If bed.s..a:e large,
there is little one can do. I aro'cb.r'eful at j2lanting ti.ne and.blways put. the new
plantings in one area and. if rnrarining. of a gtoim, coue.s '!n.,tim6 I can.plotect'that.
p}anting.Those.withsma11ergardenseandothe]gang...i'

':
* {. "{. ,. rl. *, I *'x .#-,t * * d. * !'lr !* * i ''

..r i:.. ".. .. . , 
ij 

:

Iast month at our rneeting Greta presente'd.'ar"most uirusual- tribute to'Winston Chureh-
hi1I. Several members have asked. that this be ingLud.ed. in ttre Nerrrs.&'Views so thai'
all those who vrere not at the nreeting'eouJ.d. s\are it. '" i . ., ,' '

Every year qs. ,I.. nrake tho rerkers for nevr iri's "or replace the ,gld. rlrcathererl ones, ''

-I nerrer ceaqe.to,vrond.er hor,.r the orid.nator happbited. to seiect'that particula-r name.
I'Ihat d.oes lt medn? How and. wlqr l.EE it associated. with that particuLar fLower?
The names are beautiful, intrtguing, fascinatiiig, and. sometiies breathe an air of

Gord.en Plough says, t'Iri s name s are very importai:t
lris. A poor sounding name has a real hand.icap and.
ri se above the n&me . lf

rl
. .l- 

:. ,

i n the' marke tf ng appeal .of d'n.
the iri s must ite superior to

Brother Charles states that he is convinced. it is easier to grow a good irls thanto nane one.



sherearenamesrepresentativeofcitiesandstates,as-@,lrii.rgre,
Suziset, Illini Gold., l,iiss S_t._Iou.r.g, Ir.innesota Skies, I"iiss California, Iiiaho Go14

"Ii@"an* Tall- Chief.

So by observation it is noted. that originators nane iris as to coLor, such as--
gollg gold, Bluph Pi.lk, 31,:rg C-arnival, Sronze 3r,o.cade, 31ue Valley, EiSEjliggg,
Sn.lr',r Go d.C.e sS . Exo ti c Blue , firigli,g.4t and *ry.tl,rtpl llgpe.

ITames of famiLies of the origlnators, admiration of friend.s, iris fanclers or of
outstanding people in art and. iristory: Raneqis, the Dykes Med.a1 vrinner Ln 1)J2,
was the most famous of the Egrptian Pharaohs, the greatest of the tr+elve rulers
in U00 3.C. Lotherio, portrayed. the ciraracter of a great lorrcr in Nicholas Bose
pIay, ffThe I'air Penatent.tt &l&., means frienrL in Spapis6. AppiagTI?y, an ancient
Roman roarl, constructed. in 312 B.C. cal].ed. the Queen of, Roads. T}lo!rys, III, Great
King of Ancient Egrpt, clied 1\75 B.C. It vlas on his tomb that the first represen-
tation of tris art was lcnovm 1500 3.C. A mod.e of sculptrrring called bas-relief
was used. portraying the flouer he loved. \'le call- it Oacoeyclus. fhe ner,r intro-
d.uction, rr$ele,L.K.efk3,f, American r,rri.ter, power of speech d.ornant at birth-*is
d.eaf and. b1ind.. &_1qq_TrqfLe-1, Great opera singer. O"o""al Patt,e3, General of
the Army rdorld. war E*@lt, nared.-by originator@,
named" by originator, I.ir. Fay. Epqr? 9o.olf , naned by originator, Cook, Lad.y
RoS"I,*, named. by originator, Bogels. P+triciq. Cr?.iF, named by origiaator, Craig
1962.

It seeus fitting that Srother Char}es, noted hybridlzer, a Catholic Iviissionary
should. have naues for his florrers like: Celpsstial Snov, Celesti?L Glory, meaning
heavenly, also Iliission Srrnset, naned. for lviission Gard"ens, rrhere he works with
plant breed.ing.

I couLd. go on and. te1l you nore nanes and. their meanings brrt there is one name
that is of a very particular signiflcance and. has mucn meaning. Many Irisarians
will recall it vivid.ly because of its continual use in the d.ays past. Ner,i Zealand.
was colonized. by the Sritish and. is a part of the British Commonwealth. fhere,
Lives a noted. hybrid.izer, I,irs. Jean Stevens. Itio d.oubt we all have some of her
iris in or:r gardens as she is the originator of , Pi4nEc1e, 19ti9; PoLal Cap, L956;
Foardng Seas, 1950; Mystic Me1.od"y, 195f which roron a Piincess Award at our show
G;[@'5I+.- otdf56tTiF;f irises of hers have for:nd thelr r,ray to Minnesota.

It r,.ras d.r:ring the eulorys of Sritains #eatest man in Ingl"ish history, Sir r"Iinston
Churchill ihat I heard. and. read. over and ovef of his t5'inest IIour.r 0f course,
you knor'r that r',as when this great fllrlan of the Centuryrr ra1Iied. his nation in World.
tlar II and. continued to instaLl courage and caLroness all through the temible war
years.

In 1!!8, Mrs. Stevens nared. one of her introd.uctions Finest EoUI.
assume that this name vas taken fron Sir tr'Iinstonts t'Fll6!f,ffi It is safe to

I d.o not have thi s
and. plun red. falIs.
i ri sarians must be
flornler.

lris nor have I seen it but did read. that it has uhite stand.ard.s
H.11, in 196f-. A very fitting color for the history. AIL

pJ.oased. tha.t such a name is recorded and. belgngs to our beautifuL
rl. * *{. * * * + * *'t * * {. * * * {.

Several members of our society have been asked. for a short contribution about
iitly Three tr'avorite lrises. I/,any thanfs to a].1, ruho resBond.ed.-*uore vrill be published.
ln the April News & Views.
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Picking three favorite iris is as hard. as picking three books to be marooned. uith
on a desert isIand., but after quite a fer,r starts here are mine:

The first is a. sentimental favorite, an oIder, smaller flovrered variety of a
beautiful copper bornru. It rua,s my grand-motherrs favorite lris out of the marqy

she greru in her gard.en.

IggU*l;iglf worrld. be uy next sholce because of its large bloons and exotic coloring
of oyster and. chartreuse.

The last and. hardest to choose because of the uarqy beautifuL varieties left is
Eappy Bir.t4day picked. for its }iappy name and. equalLy happy pink color.

Nov if I had. been asked to name rry least favorite tris the task would. harrc been
easy. It is lireqqq.c,t-Sl, yellow and. red plicata. W children lorre it because of
its name and. very bright co3-oring, but I have yet to find a place in ry iris bed
where it d.oes not cLash with the surrounding flor,rers.

!t * 'r. {! ,r. * * !F 'r * {. * * *'?ts 
B'*Johnson

The three favorttes in ny gard.en? Ia{ies D?y still is my choice for a white iris.
The blossom ls ruffLed., of heavy substance, with a srnall atrea of yellou across the
hafts. The stalt<s carry at l-east four branches.

The loveliest blue Irve ever seen is 31ue.Fapq4i.re-nelr in nry gard.en next spring.

ALthough rather short, Party Dress has the most lacy ed.ges, the color a very pale
blush pink. It is exquistte rrhen viernied. at cLose range.

* * * {. * * * * * {.,x {. - *'{ *f"
At thls time of the year I alvrays think of the quotation, rl0 r.'ip6s that b1ov, if
rryinter comes, can spring be far behind.rrl and. vrc hope that is soon.

I have a r'dd.e nariety of iris frosr d.warf to Japanese but the one that stands out
is l,i!!Ie Freak, a flat plicata. IrIe niss a great anount of iris beauty by the
closed stand.aid"s. Ehe li,t!}e, Freak displays this beauty very vreII. I have
crossed this both r.rays rarith !rqlo{.y, Lane seed.lings of vrhich also shou a tend.ency
to flatness and a wid.e range of color fron buff to pink. This spring uhen bloon
comes to my seedlings, I shall be \ratching with uncontron iaterest the results of
the union of these tvro favorites.

Louie M. So}berg
* {r * !F rl. rI {!,1 !t * * + * * * * * *

Description of three iris in my garden that I especially like and. uty.

Accent, bl-coIor, clear yelIor,r standard.s rdth velvet red. faIls. One of ny favorites
because it is sturdy--need.s no staking; gror,rs to height of l+Llf in uy gard.en; large
floruers, pleasingLy spaced.; good. branehing habit; develops huge clump in one
season. It truly raccentsr the gard.enl

Larplight, soft blend of flesb and. buff. Favorite because its petals glovr f.ike
go1d. nuggets in the suashine! Useful as d.ivid.er betr"een d.ark colors. Classified
as rrorange bLend.rr but d.onrt let that fool you.

Wabash, bi-coLor! pure vrhite stand.artLs--rieh vloLet falIs. I{y husband.rs favorite
and. one of nine too. Its vivid colors glve it a wholesome freshness.

I{az1e Sweeney
{i !tr *,k tf !f :X * * l. * rt! * *'f {. rl. *


